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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To express smooth 
gradation without moire in any color of a 2-color original 
and to prevent production of a black level contour at a 
border of different colors. 

SOLUTION: A 2-color separate section 1 detects an 
area CD including a luminance signal K and a 2nd color 
image based on color signals R, G, B. The luminance 
signal K is given to a filter section 2, in which full 
smoothing processing and local emphasis/smoothing 
adaptive processing are conducted and a binary 
processing section 5 generates a 2nd color signal K2. An 
expansion processing section 7 expands the area CD 
and a signal mask processing section 6 synthesizes a 
black level signal with the 2nd color signal K2 based on 
the area expanded by the expansion processing section 
7. 
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